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1 MERQHAN ITS of LONDON, BRISTOL, LIVERPOOL, 


| * "TRADERS AND PLANTERS IN THE WEST: INDIES, 5 
_. ANNUITANTS AND OWNERS OF SHIPS, 
| F 5 TRADESMi N AND MANUFACTURERS, 
AND ALL AND EVERY PERSON INTERESTED 
; IN THE SUGAR AND RUM TRADE, 
| AND N 
THE WELFARE AND PROSPERITY ofour COLONIES, * 
AND ALSO THE 

MANUFACTURES AND REVENUE oF THIS 
| KINGDOM, ES 

T WHOLE OF WHICH WILL BE AFFECTED 
Ir NOT ANNIHILATED, SHOULD 
© © THE ABOLITION TAKE. PLACE. 
THIS STATE OP FACTS 
ON THE SLAVE TRADE 

IS ADDRESSED | 


j = HAY 


FOR THEIR SERIOUS CONSIDERATION, 

ON THE IMPORTANT SUBJECT _ 
m7 O. 

AFRICAN TRADE, 
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N a Queſtion. of the ts 
Nature, where the. N ational 
Intereſt and Welfare are ſo mate 
rially concerned, the Writer of the 
following Pages wiſhes'to point out 
wherein this Country, as well as the 
Weſt-India Iſlands will ſuſtain great 
Injuries, and perhaps End in a total 
Loſs of thoſe Iſlands, if an Aboli- 
tion of the Slave Trade takes Effect. 
It is not the Intention to depre- 
ciate that Humanity and Benevo- 
lence, for which this Nation is famed, 
and ſtands fo conſpicuous for thoſe 
Virtues 


n «i nd i mr Þ 4 a &$ i Ac... 


Virtues in the Eycs of all the World; 


; 
f 
4 
L 
\ 


tion. Groaning under Pining Want 


PREFACE, 


But to ſhew the Error in urging the 


i Emancipation. of; the Children of 
Bondage, and where that Humanity 
and Benevolence might be more pro- 


perly applied in this Country, by re- 


leaſing from thoſe Shackles which 
perſecuting Laws, aided by Malice, 


Revenge, or Cruelty, too often Fet- 
ter the Free- Born Unfortunate. 


How many Brave, Honeſt, and 
uſeful Sons of Britain are caſt out 


Vagabonds on the Face of a ſtrange 


unpitying Land, or doomed to Years 
of Captivity in the gloomy Recefles | 


of a Country-Priſon, where, in many 


Inftances the Savage Barbatity of 
their Keepers add Miſery to Afflic- 


and 


PREFACE. 


and . deprived of the fothing | 
Converſation of a faithful Wife, who _ 

with her little Infants weep the 
Agony they can' texpreſs,or inaWork- 

houſe, whoſe Revenues are farmed 
for Half their Value, to ſome poor 
mercenary Wretch, who never knew 


the tender Tye of * or Child. 


In vain may the unhappy Mourn- 
cr Sigh his Loſs of Liberty and weep 
in Bitterneſs of Anguiſh; ; and why 
all this Suffering, for the mighty 
Crime of Inſolvency ; for which he 
endures Years of coniplicated Diſ- 
treſs in a commercial Country, de 


the nn ee is mutual Faith. 
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[*; a "Ultibg" Country, where the 
; greateſt Part 'of the People are em- 


barked in commercial Purſuits, any Cir- 
cumſtances that tend to injure thoſe 
Purſuits, muſt be fo materially intereſts | 
ing to every Individual, that the Writer 
of theſe Pages preſumes to give his 
Opinion to the World. — He has from) 
his Infancy been converſant in mercan 2 


tile Affairs, as well as many Vears reſi- 
dent in the. Weſtern Iſlands ; therefore 
is _ enabled to treat on the Nature 

'B: SOS 5 
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That this is as lucrative a-Þ 
nen as any our Merchants are 
engaged in, the Wealth of Liverpool, 
Briſtol, &c. whoſe principal Merchants 
are embarked in that Trade will confirm. 
This being admitted, the. firſt and grand 
Requiſite is to examine from what Source 

the {Advantages are. derzyed, T4 how 
far they are inimmical to the Laws of God, 
or our Country ; that they are not con- 
trary to the Divine Law has been already 


argued, ; and with Reſpect. o our, Coung 


try, it will not. be difficult, to, oint out 


the numerous Evils which mu ariſe to 
our Commerce, from the Agnih il hilation of 
Trade ſo peculiarly an ee to. * 
"ng, PAY Colonies... 169 oe 2 
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With n the 0 ages, one is, 
the Africans take vat Quantities of trivial 
Articles, ſuch as Foys; Tools, and Hard- 
Ware, in the manufacturing of Which 
Thouſands of induſtrious Men in Lon- 


don, Birmingham, Sheffield, &c. &. 


are 


30 
are employed, and give Bread total: the 
tender Dependencies of Wiſe and Chil- 
dren, ſheltering: the former-from-ithdfe 
painful Situations too often. attendant 
on Want and. Indolence, and training up 


the latter to the Principles of laborious. 
Induſtry, enabling them, to return 9 


Support they receive in Childhood 


their indulgent Parent, When Age 11 


Exertion ſhall have exhauſted that 
e which i is their e Boaſt, | 


* 


11 11 will, no Doubt e any 
one, alive to every Sentiment of Huthani- 
ty, can encourage 4 Barter for Human 
Beings! Purchafing, without Retnorſe 
or Pity, the Father, Huſband, Wife or 


Child, tranſporting them to remote and 


unknown Coaſts, where they can never 


indulge the fainteſt Hope of en to 


their dear loſt aac 13 15 
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In Anſwer to this Practice, -barbarous 
as it may appear, it has been, and ill i is, 
the eee of nee ; 


1 „ I * F ä 4 
* n » 7 


| The Cuſtoms of a es 190 
rendered the Lives, Liberties and For- 
tunes, of the Inhabitants ſo entirely de- 
pendant on their Sovereign, that in his 
Looks they read their Fate, and his 
Word becomes an abſolute and inftanta- 
neous Law; and were he, in the Mo- 
ment of raſh Reſentment, to ſentence 
half his Subjects to an immediate Death, 
no Power dare diſpute the Legality of 
the Command ; and ſuch is the Force of 
habitual Submiſſion, that they fly with 
Avidity to execute an Order, which muſt 
be fo ! to the . ee of Na- 

ture. 


Thus circumſtanced, is not the Pre- 
ſervation of the Lives of Myriads a moſt 
laudable and praiſe-worthy Undertaking? 

l 


| er no leſs true ae ae 


is; that before the Eſtabliſhnient as: 
Trade, the ſwarthy Potentates being con- 
tinually at War with each other; they 
condemned the Captives of their · Arms to 
a Death too ſhocking to bear a Recital! 
Hence it is evident, that it is better to be 
the Slaves of Chriſtians, than the Vic- 
tims of Heathen Ferocity ; for the De- 
ſire of Life is univerſally allowed to be 


the regs Paſſing in the ben 5 


Breaſt. , E Strba wana Flip 
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Thus ar * have Steeg ussd to Lindi 
cate a Practice, againſt which "my Feel- 


ings revolted when T firſt went t o the TS 


Iſlands; but a very ſhort Refidence'con- 
vinced me of the Neceſſity and Utility 
of a Trade my ao had ever held | in 
Abhorrence. e 8 


B 
With 


1 
s, 4. ; F 
" * # 


0 Mich Reſpect to the Neceflity, it is be- 
rn ſo very eſſential, that the Abolition 
df the SLAVE TRADE mult be the: An- 
nihilation of the Colonies; for it is Well 
known, that the Native Cxcols poſſeſa fo 
indolent a Diſpoſition, they ate incapable 
of the moſt trivial Employments ; and 
Europeans are rendered ſtill mere fo by 
the Heat of the Climate, and the Dif- 
ference of Living; added to which; the 
New Rum ſo far debilitates them, that 
the ordinary Employments of their na- 
tive Country become their perfect Bur- 
thens: Nor is this to be wondered at, 
when we conſider the Manufactures are 
chiefly conducted by Fire, in a Country 
where the Sun is nearly vertical for ſix 
Months in the Vear, and ſeldom declines 
to a Degree of Moderation, and the Coup 
de Soleil is ſo violent, that no one born 
on this Side the Tropic can face it. 6 


Of the ill Effects of the Heat of the 
Climate, the 46th Regiment, under Sir 
James 


ES 
| Janie Uh n 17 
ſtance; for being — to . — 
immediately on their Landing, with:their 
 cronded' Situation of) _e Fort (the Foth: 
nen na Major F — 


Gi Chant ge yo Diet, — 2 
faſt, that the healthy Survivors were not 
ſufficient to render military Honors to 
their deceaſed Comrades, a painful Re- 
collection of Which I would not here 
intrude; were it not to elucidate the 
Obletvation that Europeans cannot — 
Wotk off the Weſt-Indies, e on Oy 
1 FAY be inet; chat our Convicte 
might be fent, in Preference to the New 
Settlements lately di diſcovered: Namerous 
as they are, they would be inſufficient 
to fupply the Demand of half the Settle- 
ments; and even that Number would be 
ſo greatly reduced, that one-third 
would never ſee à ſecond Crop, and the 
miſerable Remains ſo pen by 
Indiſpoſition, 


05 


Indiſpoſition, Pain and 8 IT | 
purſuing their neceſſary Employract, 
that the Ground (for Want of Hands) 
muſt lie uncultivated and unproductive; 
and the annual Wealth, which has long 
n ttan nitted:from! thence} would be 
| totally loſt; and the me anew 15 
eee Pits WAFER CCC 


1 | 15 
CHO! * l of 36:9: 57” 


Thug, while « our > alan Impoſts ok 5 
come ſcarce. in theſe, Markets, and our 
Iſlands, falling, to an undiſtinguiſhed 
Heap, wre ſhall | ſee Foreigners pouring in 
from rival Nations thoſe Articles, which- 
long Uſe has made indiſpenſable (and, if 
I May uſe, the, Word) luxurious Nece 
faries ; And ſure no Engliſhman, con- 
vincęd of bis Truth, b but would rather 
prevent, than Join in carrying our Bul- 
lion to an Enemy's Purſe, which would 
he the only Exchange they would accept, 
for whats 5 wo know, VB. ſhould, 1 


r | 


{ - F F "> 


Theſe are but 4 few of the Evils which 
muſt be felt for the Planter prevented 
from purchaſibg Slaves among his own. 
Connections,” will have Recourſe to 4 


Fredch; Dutch, or Spaniſh. Market, 


thoſe Slaves he has: abſolutely occaſion. 
for: It is therefore requiſite to inveſtigate. 


the Injuries which muſt flow from this 
new anne Woge N 


14 


The e Mode of e for 


| Slaves in Africa {as has been- obſerved) 
is by bartering ſuch Articles (as are here 


purchaſed at very low Prices) with the 


Black Merchants on the Coaſt, who ge 


at ſtated Times to the Back Settlements, 
and there exchange their Merchandize 


for ſuch Captives as are taken in Battle, 


or thoſe condemned to Death for Crimes. 


Theſe are brought to the Factor on the 
Frontiers, and, if approved on, are im- 
mediately ſent on Board the Guinea- man 


lying for that Purpoſe — while thoſe, 
whole Age or Infirmitics render them 


CT unmarketal le, 


6 10 4 


unmarketable, are immediately taken tothe 
Environs of the Town, and there deſtroy- 
ed; or, what, i is worſe, ſold to the Dutch 
Guinea- men, whoſe Cr uelties render their 
laſt Stage more ſhocking than the Death 
they would have met from their own 
Countrymen | 


4 
* „ 4 


The purchaſed are fed on Rice, Bif- 
cuit, Beef, or Salt Fiſh, with a ſmall 
Quantity of Taffica, or New Rum : 
Thus, at a ſmall Expence, they are 
brought to the Iſlands, difpoſed of in 
Lots at public Vendue, and paid for by 
Bilts drawn on ſome of the capital Houſes 
in London, Liverpool, or Briſtol, Re- 
mittances being made in Produce, which 
is diſpoſed of in various Markets; and 
the Monies ariſing from ſuch Sales 
are expended again here, or in our Siſter 
Kingdoms, in numerous Articles, ſuch 
as Beef, Pork, Butter, Cheeſe, Hams, 
Herrings, Porter, Soap, Candles, Ship 
Chandlery, and Dry Goods: 00 
Working 


Working Utenſils of all Kinds, both for 
Agriculture and the Mechanic Arts, While 
our Stationary, Birmingham, Sheffield, 


Glaſs and Earthen-Ware, bear no ſmall 
Part in our Exports. Great Quantities 
of theſe are reſold in the Colonies to the 
neighbouring Settlements, particularly 


the Spaniards, who MI ae pay in 
Dollars. 


Much of our invaluable Woollen Trade 
meets with no unprofitable Commerce in 
bartering with the Inhabitants of the 


Cape de Verds, St. Jago, and the Spaniſh 


Main, for Horſes, Mules, Sheep, Poul- 


try, Turtle and Wood, none of whieh 


anſwer the vaſt Expence of Exportation 
from this Cm” 


his the greateſt Part of the freſh 


; | Proviſions i in the Iſlands are obtained at a 


moderate Price by the Exports from 


Home, and give Bread to Numbers in 
trafficking to and from thoſe Illands. 


From 


8 
1 2 5 
eee 
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From what has been already advanced; 
. is manifeſt the Revenue muſt be 
greatly beneſited by a Trade ſo com- 
plex, as every Article imported to this 
Kingdom is charged with a more or 
leſs Duty. It is true, they are liable to 
Debentures on their Re- exportation to 
our own Settlements ; but yet this very 
Debenture produces a conſiderable Sum, 
and the aggregate is ſo valuable that 
the. annihilating the Trade would ſo ſe- 
riouſly affect the Revenue, that the 
other Articles would in Conſequence 
be loaded with Duties, which would 
almoſt amount to Prohibition; and 
our Seamen, the gallant Defenders of 
our Commerce would, for want of Em- 
ployment, be under the diſagreeable 
Neceſſity of entering into Foreign Ser- 
vices, to earn that Bread their Native 
Country had denied them; nor is it impro- 
bable that many would embark in the 
Navigation of thoſe very Countries to 
which our Trade would be transferred. 


That 


#7 : 


That the —_ Spaniards, or 
ſome other Nation will take up the 
Trade, if aboliſhed, is evident; Never- 35 
theleſ; it will, in a clandeſtine manner, be | 
continued i in this Country ; for not long 
fince a Veſſel failed from Liverpool with 
Merchandiſes to Spain, where after diſe 
poſing of her Cargo, obtained a Com- 
miſſion, and under Spaniſh Colours went 
to the African Coaſt, procured Negroes, 


and which were fold i in our Weſt India : 
Territories. 0 | 


The next : Conſideration is in what 
Channel this Trade would take its turn, 
nor need we be amazed to again ſee St. 
Euſtatius as free and even a more gene- 
ral Market than in the Vear 1775.— 
Its centrical Situation makes a Voyage 
to and from any of the Windward Iſlands 
very expeditious, whereas that to the 
7s Main i is long and ee 


From 


: t * 


-5Pyorir: hence it 18 reaſonable to infer 


that the Dutch, Who are avidious Mer- 
chants, will eagerly ſieze every oppor- 


tunity of reſtoring their favorite Mart 


to all its priſtine State of Barter and 
Contract; for the Planter, not being 
able to work his Ground by White 
Perfons, nor even Cattle, muſt ſome- 
here obtain thoſe Slaves this new Law 
deprives him of from his own Country- 8 
Men, and the Hollander will not be 


tardy in procuring him a near Store- 
Houſe. Thus finding themſelves Ma- 


ſters of this lucrative Branch of Com- | 
merce, they will not fail of turning it 
"20. their Advantage. 


Thus will our 1 T W be deſtroyed, 


our Revenues injured, the Treaſury ex- 
bauſted, and freſh Impoſts levied on an 


already beggared | People, to give the 
Planter what is very injudiciouſly termed 
a Retribution for irretrievable Lofles ; 


and the unfortunate African, not leſs 


expoſed 


5 18 5 
expoſed to gavety, 28 1 of Mz: 


and Markets, from bad to worſe, will REY 


be the only one they will experience. 
And the emancipated Negro, like thoſe 


of Virginia; New. Vork, Ko., will die in = 


the Streets, unprovided and unprotected 
the Ground their wretched Bed, and the 
inclement ſky their miſerable C any 
o friendly Cott, en 

ne * call their + 0 . „ l i 


114 #8 8 
a * * 


Ho ow "wall pie 4 3 the Au- 


mane Law, that ſo eruelly deprived them 


x 4 


of all thoſe Bleſſings, their contracted 


Ideas are able to enjoy; what employ- 
ment is he capable of to obtain that 


Bread, held out to him by a careful and 


no Doubt an indulgent Maſter; though 


| ſome. exceptions may, take Place 1 in cruel 
Minds, the more amiable: and moſt nu- 
merous will ever conſider his Slave a 


Part of his valuable Property, which, 
ſhould. he frequently or wantonly De- 
n, he | Ruins that: on which his Hope 


e | 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


CEE 


Par and like the grand Bafis of a 
| hong muſt Sink in One . Ruin. 5 


” 5 


5141 s 7169 9213 30 


It pry be ſaid, | to void che Bath" of % 


| the unfortunate American Slaves; i they 


ſhall be employed for Hire on the Plant- 
ations they were lately freed from 
thoſe who are the leaſt acquainted with 
the Diſpoſitions of | Negroes, muſt 'allow 
that they are haughty, fierce,” and can- 
not bear the leaſt' Controul, and will, if 

have the Power, on the flighteſt 


bm Aru (like thoſe of Demerara) quit 
their Maſter's Work, at the critical 


Juncture, when his Crops are perithing 
for want of Hands to gather it; or his 
_— boiling over \ or his Rum de- 

ſtroying in the Stills; nor is the defec- 
tion in that Notion confined to the Ob- 


ject affronted the whole Body ſeize the 
Alarm, and approve or reſent with the 
Parties. The Eboe Nation (though A 


more placid People) are of the moſt in- 
dolent Nature ever formed, and whom 


the 


the dtead of FER Laſh! Mews: proveeiad 
them from being poiſoned with their own 
Sloth, as neither Intereſt or Reaſon can 
induce them to Work if they! bare ;the, 
Ser of ee et Lb ods 


„ is allo. N Deſtrudion 
more particularly confined to that Nation, | 
| termed. the Jiggars, , which / ariſes from 
their natural Propenſity of fitting. on 
the Ground, which attracts that Inſect, 

and their Indiſpoſition to Action, ſuffers 
it to Penetrate ſo as to occaſjon the 
Amputation of a Limb. In ſuch a Situ- 
ation, what muſt be the poor Invalids 
fate ?—— He has no Maſter who conſi- 
ders it a Duty and his Intereſt to take 


Care of him, as his Recovery may ſtill 
make him uſeful either in picking Coffee, 
Cocoa, Cotton, or attending the Boil- 
ing-Houſe. But in this Law, he finds 
no Relief; no Hoſpital erected for the 
Reception of the helpleſs unfortunate, 


no Poor-Houſe to agp thoſe Wants 
D ö which 


„ 
_ which Age and Infirmities will no r 5 
admit him enn for On 


8 0 3 in bene of ths Bill, 
he Cruelties too often inflicted on the 
wretched African, are too ſhocking to be 
any longer countenanced in a Chriſtian | 
and enlightened Government — Let it 
be remarked, that it is very ſeldom the 
Owner of the Slave that commits fuch 

Acts of Barbarity on his own Property, 
for however diveſted he may be of Feel - 
ing and Humanity, the natural Regard 
he has to his own Intereſt would quickly 
point out to him the Injuſtice he did 
| himſelf, if by too rigorous Treatment he 
rendered the Slave incapable of doing the 
Work alloted him. The ſeverities of 
which they have too frequent Cauſe of 
Complaint, proceed from the Overſeers, 
who forgeting their Original, ſoon grow 
into Importance, on their Maſters Pro- 
perty, and having no Fear before them, 
oy a full ſcope to the natural Tyranny 


of 


E 

of theirDiſpaſitions, a e Reinorſe 
will Order Two Thouſand Laſhes to the 
poor Negro he is paid to protect, and 
who has often, by the ſweat of his Brow, 
helped. to ee his unfocling n 


1 to p Pugments 15 0 
ſary Correction, why ſhould we conſider 
it ſo great a Crime, while our Martial 
Law encourages the Flogging the gallant 

Mariner, and the brave Soldier? How 
often has a poor. Sailor's Body been in- 
humanly. mangled from Ship to Ship and 
the unhappy Soldier had his Life almoſt 
whipped out of him for petty Crimes our 
| Negroes daily commit with Impunity? 
How - ſhall we then account for the ex- 
treme Senſibility ſo much alive to the 
Correction of the Negro, while we forget 
the Suffering of thoſe brave Fellows who 
would Charge up to the very Cannon's 
Mouth in Defence of thoſe Rizhts and 


Liberties they no longer . but by 
Name. 


Theſe 


1 Theſe are my Sentiments, on 2 
1 +, | * Bubjee: of ſuch Importance, founded on J 
„„ thorough Knowledge of the Hands, | 4 
„ and Nature of the SLAVE TRADE. 
1878 is with the utmoſt diffidence I int en 115 
8 - them on the Public, who, 1 hope, 

| 1 | receive? them with their "acc 

et Candour and Partiality. e eee 

12 125 V3 4 £ $4.42 $657.40 01 KH 2902 


8 0 * 
my ? + % . * 4 
* 4 a 1 
3 . 3 * * *. 
7 


5 Sr W 
La wt w Aar 


* 


7 
* — 
$ 45 5 * Te £3 gy 
23 
| #4 P * w * * 5 


* 


1 > S 


. * $ 


os 
n 
0 ” 
— . 
* 4 
y * 
* 
„ 
. 
, * * 
Io. 
* 
* 
ES 
— 


